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Course Prerequisites:
SYG 2000 or CI.
Course Description:
The analysis of the philosophical foundations, central principles, and historical development of Sociological theory. Required for Sociology minors.
Course Objectives:

1. To understand how and why sociology emerged as a unique discipline separate from others such as history, psychology and political science. This requires understanding of the societies in which sociology developed.
2. To understand the social, historical, and political background as related to the emergence, popularity, and rejection of theories. Students will be expected to analyze theories considering these factors.
3. To understand the breadth and depth of topics covered by the founding parents of the discipline. 
4. To understand that relevance that classic sociological theory continues to have today regarding analyzing contemporary circumstances and situations. 
Methods of Instruction:
This is a face to face course, with web-based enhancement. The course meets twice a week. The primary method of instruction is lecture and discussion. Students will be expected to come to class prepared to discuss the reading materials. Students will also participate in online and in class assessment activities.
Course Outline:
The primary purpose of this course is to provide students with a deeper understanding of the origins of and continuing relevance of sociological theory. In general, sociology developed as a response to and way to explain the impact of the social forces of modernity. While there are indeed similarities, sociology took a slightly different path in France, Germany and United Kingdom and America. Each will be traced in this course.
The general pattern we will follow with each major theorist will be to examine their original ideas within their social context, how their models has been altered as new research has emerged, and their theory's current popularity (or lack thereof). The reading of original works will be emphasized, as well as summaries or commentaries. Analytical comparisons of basic components of all theories will provide a guide for understanding how sociological theories are constructed.
The major theorist to be covered are: Karl Marx, Emile Durkheim, Max Weber, Charlotte Perkins Gilman, Georges Simmel, W.E.B. DuBois, and George Herbert Mead. The relevance of each of these writers for contemporary sociological analysis of modernity and post-modernity will be demonstrated. Through understanding the works of the founding parents of the discipline of sociology, students will great gain a greater appreciation of how contemporary theory utilizes their models and concepts. The many varieties of contemporary postmodern theory began with a thorough grounding in the sociology of modernity.
Student Learning Outcomes:

By the end of this course, students will be able to:
a. Identify the major contributions of classical sociological theorists to the ongoing development of the discipline of sociology
b. Critically examine how each of the theorists covered in the course looked at the major core issues of sociology such as modernity, religion, social inequality and race and gender
c. Perform research and contribute to a group project involving a sociological theorist
d. Translate the theories and concepts of the founding parents of sociology to present-day concerns and situations

Required Text:
1. Edles, L.D. & S. Appelrouth. 2015. Sociological Theory in the Classical Era. Third edition. Sage publications.
Additional Reading:
1. Reynolds, Paul Davidson. 1971. A Primer in Theory Construction. Macmillan. (I will provide PDF copies of the required sections of this book, so there is no need to purchase it.)

Weekly Assignments:
Week 1: 1/13
E&A: Chapter 1

Week 2: 1/20
E&A: Chapter 1
Reynolds readings (PDF and PowerPoint “A Primer in Theory Construction” in Syllabus/Discussion Boards folder)
quiz: must be completed by 1/26

Week 3: 1/27
E&A: Chapter 2: Karl Marx
Discussion Board main posts: 2/2

Week 4: 2/3
E&A: Chapter 2: Karl Marx
Film: The Future of Work (HBO Go)
quiz: must be completed by 2/9
Discussion Board follow-up posts: 2/10

Week 5: 2/10
E&A: Chapter 3: Emile Durkheim
Discussion Board main posts: 2/16

Week 6: 2/17
E&A: Chapter 3: Emile Durkheim
Film: Swiped: Hooking up in the Digital Age (HBO Go)
Quiz: must be completed by 2/23
Discussion Board follow-up posts: 2/24

Week 7: 2/24
E&A: Chapter 4: Max Weber
Discussion Board main posts: 3/1

Week 8: 3/2
E&A: Chapter 4: Max Weber 
Film: Civilization: The West and the Rest 
Quiz: must be completed by 3/8
Discussion Board follow-up posts: 3/9

Week 9: 3/9
E&A: Chapter 5: Charlotte Perkins Gilman
Film: The Yellow Wall Paper (https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=BAJm6gFJb4I&list=PL54A86EACAA247777 )
Discussion Board main posts: 3/15
Quiz: must be completed by 3/22
Discussion Board follow-up posts: 3/23
Spring Break: March 16


Week 10: 3/23
E&A:  Chapter 6: Georg Simmel 
Discussion Board main posts: 3/29

Week 11: 3/30
E&A:  Chapter 6: Georg Simmel
Film: Generation Like
Quiz: must be completed by 4/5
Discussion Board follow-up posts: 4/6
[bookmark: _Hlk534613946]Week 12: 4/6
E&A: Chapter 7:  W.E. B. DuBois 
Discussion Board main posts: 4/12
Film: Reconstruction (part 4)

Week 13: 4/13
E&A: Chapter 7:  W.E. B. DuBois
Quiz: must be completed by 4/19
Film: Race 2012 (PBS)
Film: Charlottesville
Discussion Board follow-up posts: 4/20

Week 14: 4/20
E&A: Chapter 8: George Herbert Mead
Discussion Board main posts: 4/26
Film: Growing Up Trans
Week 15: No class
E&A: Chapter 8: George Herbert Mead
Quiz: must be completed by 4/29
Discussion Board follow-up posts: 5/2
Last Day of Class: April 29
Reading Days: April 30, May 1
___________________________________________________________________

1. Quizzes (160 points)

An online multiple-choice 20 item quiz will be given for each chapter of the primary textbook. Each question will be worth one point. Quizzes will open for one week (typically the second week we will be covering an individual theorist) and close on the Friday of the second week. Sample questions will be provided. Students will be permitted 25 minutes to complete each quiz. The quiz can be taken twice, and students will receive higher of the two scores. Failure to take the quiz before the deadline results in a score of zero. No makeups will be available.



2. Discussion Board Assignments (140 points)

A. Dissect a Reading (40 points) (approx. 1000 words)
Each student will select one (or two based on the number of students in the course) of the additional readings from the primary textbook in any of the available discussion boards (Marx, Durkheim, etc.). Based upon the precepts regarding theory construction that are discussed in the Reynolds book, the student will prepare a 1000-word overview of their selected essay. For your discussion board post please include the following sections: 
1. A brief one paragraph overview of the essay.

2. Major concepts employed by the theorist in the essay (3 examples)
For each concept include the following in your discussion: (a) how does the author specifically define the concept? (b) How does their use of the term differ from the concept’s use in everyday language? (c) Provide a specific example of how the author uses the concept to explain an aspect of sociological significance (“data”)?”

3. What type of theoretical statements appear in the essay? Try to identify at least two different types. For this section rely upon Reynolds, particularly pages 77 to 114. He identifies five major types of theoretical statements (ways of linking concepts): 1. Laws, 2. Axioms, 3. Propositions, 4. Hypotheses, 5. Empirical Generalizations. Identify what the author is specifically trying to tell us about aspects of society through presenting their theory as a law, axiom, proposition, hypothesis or empirical generalization. 

Sample post: Coolness in Every Day Life by Stanford Lyman and Marvin Scott

[Summary of the essay] 

Lyman and Scott attempt to offer a sociological analysis of a term that is used frequently in everyday life, cool. In particular, they focus upon the phrase, “Don’t lose your cool!” As coolness is something which needs to be demonstrated, they focus on the physical and dramatistic elements of displaying cool. The essay appears to build upon the work of Erving Goffman, who developed a theory to explain everyday life as a “dramatic production”.

[Major concepts]

1. Coolness
they define coolness as “poise under pressure”. In contemporary everyday life, the term cool seems to have lost specific meaning. It has become very difficult for our society in general to determine what is cool and what is uncool. What is cool may also the subject to fads; something cool in one season may be passé by the next. Douglas Rushkoff identified a group of modern advertising executives who claimed they were “cool hunters,” and able to identify the cool kids at school who would be setting the future trends. In their examples, the authors focus on coolness as a personality trait which becomes visible under stressful situations. However, the goal of displaying coolness is to not display it! Even though one is placed in embarrassing situations, one must not show signs of embarrassment such as becoming red-faced, fumbling for words, etc. In some group situations, the other members will avoid signs of embarrassment, so that the person can remain cool.
2. Pressure
They define pressure as “situations of considerable emotion or risk, or both”. In everyday life, we often define pressure more broadly in terms of trying to complete all the tasks that we are assigned daily successfully, particularly when there are multiple claims on our time and attention. Getting to work, putting in a good day’s work, completing classwork, coming home and interacting with friends and family all can create pressure. Pressure is something we often assume builds up, and we need to “blow off steam” to deal with it. The authors’ concern is pressure in situations where others might panic, such as natural disasters, car accidents, etc. Sully Sullivan’s landing of a jumbo jet on the Hudson River and thus saving all the passengers, allowed him to become a major celebrity for a period, as he clearly demonstrated cool under pressure.
3. physical risk and financial risk
They define physical risk as situations in which the person is in danger to life and limb.
They define financial risk as situations in which not only there is possible loss of income and status, but also the loss of character associated with financial ventures. In both cases, these definitions would rather closely parallel the way we think about the situations in everyday life. For Lyman and Scott, physical risk can be both the result of interacting with others (being ganged up on in a bar, for example; a classic situation in Hollywood films in which the hero successfully fends off all attackers) or being caught up in a natural disaster such as a flood, tornado or hurricane. Those who rescue others in such situations are often awarded hero status. One often thinks of financial risk as related to investments but can also be discussed in relationship to gambling. The authors discuss poker playing, and the ability to maintain a poker face, as a classic example of coolness under financial risk.






[Theoretical statements]

1. According to the authors, “Coolness refers to the capacity to execute physical acts, including conversation, in a concerted, smooth, self-controlled fashion in risky situations, or to maintain affective detachment during the course of encounters involving considerable emotion.” The essay is filled with several examples of how this plays out in stressful situations in everyday life. Examples are given of situations that can cause persons to lose their cool, such as prop failure. Speaking in front of a group and suddenly realizing that one’s fly is open, and somehow deftly resolving the situation without being noticed would be an example. As stated, their theory represents an empirical generalization based on several empirical studies/examples. An empirical generalization is like a law, but in this case does not have wide acceptance in the sociological community, perhaps largely because coolness is not a phenomenon that many other sociologists have ever studied.
2. Coolness has become a part of the required personality toolkit of modern persons. Before the modern era, coolness was primarily important for royalty and elites. The French concept of savoir-faire is discussed, as it was among the ranks of the risk taking rich that finesse was usually noted and often expected. It could be argued that the authors are offering a testable hypothesis, one in which researchers search for examples of the coolness traits of the elite filtering down to the middle classes. F Scott Fitzgerald’s famous novel, The Great Gatsby (my favorite book of all time), demonstrates just such a transformation, as a poor man from the Midwest remakes his life becoming a capitalist entrepreneur to win the affections of a woman he once loved but had lost to a member of the old aristocracy. Were never quite clear on how Gatsby made his money, but he might be one of the “coolest” characters ever in literature.

Summary:  The Communist Manifesto 
Marx’s The Communist Manifesto was commissioned by the Communist League in England. They wanted Marx and Engels to create an outline for their groups core beliefs and goals for the future. In this work Marx discusses the relationship between the bourgeois and the proletariat. He goes on to discuss how the bourgeois capitalist system is not beneficial to working class because it leads to their alienation. The bourgeois strive to maintain private ownership of resources while the proletariat is forced to work under the bourgeois. Marx explains that there will be an inevitable communist revolution against the capitalist society. The source of this revolution is the emergence of class consciousness. This revolution will replace the capitalist system with a communist system where the worker will no longer be exploited and will have a say in the production process. Marx believes that this will lead a more stable economy free of “boom and bust” periods because an unpredictable market will be replaced with economic planning that has the worker involved. This essay shows how Marx was influenced by the Enlightenment ideals as well as his reaction to Hegel’s writing.
Concepts
1. Class
2. Marx defines class as a group of individuals who share the same relation to the means of production. In everyday language class is defined as a category of things that have the same attribute or property. Marx’s definition is more specific to economic status because he has separated classes by power over resources in the economy. The common definition is broader and allows any objects that are like be considered a class. Marx describes two classes in The Communist Manifesto. There is the bourgeois who are the owners of the means of production and the proletariat who are those who sell their labor for a wage. Marx uses the concept of class to explain how the ruling class (bourgeois) is taking advantage of the working class (proletariat). He explains the proletariat has virtually no property while the bourgeois has the property in an unequal proportion. He believes that the bourgeois stands to take the rights of the worker for their gain and therefore control society. Marx believes that Communism will lead to an equal more balanced society. Marx makes connections to social classes in different societies and how the bourgeois has formed from the antagonism between classes.
3. Class Consciousness
4. Marx explains that class consciousness is the idea that the working class will become aware of the source of their alienation and their ability to overthrow existing social conditions. In everyday language class consciousness could be described as one’s awareness of what social or economic class they belong to. The common definition overlooks how one came to be of their class and does not acknowledge that one can change their social position through change. Marx uses the concept of class consciousness to explain how the proletariat will realize that they are being alienated by the bourgeois and will eventually revolt from the capitalist system and establish a communist system with everyone getting an equal stake in the economy. His idea of the workers revolting will cause a social shift where the bourgeois will no longer have economic or social control over the rest of society. This concept is very important in The Communist Manifesto.
5. Forces of Production
6. The Communist Manifesto defines forces of production as the required resources for a product to be manufactured. Common language would think of forces of production as a company that produces a specific product. Marx’s definition focuses on the physical materials while the common language focuses on the business that controls the resources. Forces of production are what divide the bourgeois and the proletariat. Marx explains that the problem with capitalism is that the forces of production are unevenly distributed between the two classes. When the proletariat achieves class consciousness they will revolt against capitalism and replace it with communism, a system that evenly disperses the forces of production between everybody. This is the root of Marx’s argument that there is an impending revolution in the working class that will uproot economic and social mores and replace them with a more communal and central society.
Theoretical Statements
1. One theoretical statement that Marx makes in The Communist Manifesto is that the bourgeois have been exploiting the proletariat. He claims that the bourgeois have taken the means of production leaving the proletariat to work under them. This is an empirical generalization. Marx draws on historical knowledge that is known as fact and generalizes that knowledge into his ideas on Communism. “The modern bourgeois society that has sprouted from the ruins of feudal society has not done away with class antagonisms.” In this example, Marx traces the bourgeois society from the fall of the feudal system in Europe. Marx is drawing his assumption from a time in European history where the feudal system was falling in the face of socioeconomic change. He pulls examples from various sources through history to show that there have been social classes throughout history and then he makes the generalization that these class distinctions are the cause of problems and communism could be a solution. Marx is not drawing from hypothetical ideas to make this theoretical statement and therefore he is not making a proposition. Marx uses this theoretical statement to show how capitalism has failed the proletariat and how it favors the bourgeois.
2. The second theoretical statement Marx makes in The Communist Manifesto is that there will be a revolution where the working class will replace the current capitalist system with a new communist system. In this theoretical statement Marx is making a proposition. The idea of a revolution is hypothetical and therefore is difficult to test empirically. One cannot empirically test a revolution and therefore it cannot be a hypothesis. Marx’s statement lacks empirical support showing that it is not an empirical generalization. If there is not true empirical support for Marx’s proposition the idea that there will be a revolution cannot be classified as a law.
“Sociability,” Georg Simmel
Summary
In his essay “Sociability,” Georg Simmel discusses a type of social interaction that does not have a specific purpose or end goal but instead is a “play” form; he calls this “sociability.” Simmel argues that the human “impulse to sociability” is the impetus for this type of interaction. He also details the various attributes of sociability, such as an emphasis on personality (rather than external qualities) and a democratic exchange of satisfaction in the interaction. Finally, Simmel discusses two specific examples, coquetry and conversation, to illuminate the concept of sociability.
 
Major Concepts
1. Sociability
In modern everyday language, “sociability” refers to the quality of being sociable; someone with high sociability enjoys spending time with others. However, Simmel’s definition refers to a type of social interaction rather than a quality someone possesses. He defines “sociability” as “the play-form of association” (317). While most associations or interactions are conducted for a specific purpose, sociability occurs simply for the satisfaction of socializing with others. Because the people engaging in sociability do not have a material goal in mind, the emphasis of the interaction is on their personalities, rather than any external context or information, such as their wealth or status. In addition, subjective personal qualities, such as emotions or values, must be absent. To remain sociability, an interaction must not become a business deal, a religious experience, etc. but rather avoid accomplishing any specific purpose.With sociability, the focus is on the experience of interacting in the moment, without considering how external elements affect the interaction or how future goals may be accomplished through the vehicle of the interaction. Another element of sociability is its democratic nature. Simmel notes that in sociability, “everyone should guarantee to the other that maximum of sociable values…which is consonant with the maximum of values he himself receives” (318). This act of equal reciprocity maintains an artificial world, one that disregards both parties’ material status and any material objectives. In this way, sociability may be seen as a way to momentarily escape the ubiquitous material concerns of the modern world. Simmel uses the concept of sociability to better understand how humans interact in their everyday lives.
 
2. Coquetry
Simmel describes “coquetry” as a specific example of sociability, defining it as the play form of eroticism (a specific type of association between the sexes). Coquetry is known in modern everyday language as flirtation and connotes a playful romantic exchange with someone. More broadly, it can also refer to considering the idea of something without taking it seriously. Simmel offers a more specific definition of coquetry, saying that it involves the balance between consent and denial; the coquette oscillates between these two poles in order to continue the interaction without coming to a definite decision. The modern understanding of flirtation also allows for the interaction to be one-sided. However, Simmel argues that coquetry must include participation from both parties. If the man ignores the woman’s coquetry or takes her half-answers seriously, then it does not qualify as true sociability. However, if he plays his part and also treats the interaction as an in-the-moment exchange with no lasting consequences, then the sociability requirements of equal reciprocity and lack of an end goal are met. If the people begin to discuss their true feelings and commitment, the interaction ceases to be sociability. The concrete example of coquetry allows Simmel to better illustrate the rather abstract concept of sociability.
 
3. Conversation
Simmel uses the concept of “conversation” as a second specific example of sociability, defining it as the interaction in which people talk for the sake of talking. In everyday language, “conversation” refers to any instance in which people talk, regardless of subject matter and whether it is a quick chat or long discussion. Although Simmel also makes no restrictions on the content or length of “conversation,” he narrows his definition by saying that it must have no specific purpose to accomplish. As opposed to other types of communication, which act as a vehicle for sharing information, winning an argument, or closing a business deal, conversation is an end in itself. The experience of conversing with someone in the moment satisfies people’s “impulse to sociability.” Just as coquetry illustrates more specifically what sociability is, Simmel’s example of conversation also demonstrates how sociability is not dependent on the subject matter of the interaction but rather what people are looking to get out of it.
 
Theoretical Statements
1. Axiom: Why sociability exists
Near the beginning of his essay, Simmel discusses the human “impulse to sociability.” He states that in addition to the material benefits that social associations provide, people feel “a satisfaction in…the very fact that one is associated with others and that the solitariness of the individual is resolved into togetherness, a union with others” (316). In other words, there is something inherently valuable about interacting with others beyond the external benefits it produces. This statement provides an explanation for why sociability as an interaction type exists. Thus, it may be seen as an axiom because it sets up a basis for the rest of the essay and the ideas and propositions that follow. More broadly, this axiom reflects a basic element of human nature: people desire play in their lives, and sociability is an example of how this impulse is fulfilled in social interactions.
 
2. Empirical generalization: Sociability has no end purpose
A second theoretical statement Simmel makes is that, “in sociability the concrete motives bound up with life-goals fall away” (316). In other words, people are not trying to accomplish a specific goal when engaging in sociability. This statement may be classified as an empirical generalization. Simmel uses the examples of coquetry and conversation to support how this pattern of behavior is observed in different situations. In coquetry, the “life-goal” of marriage is not considered; instead, the woman alternates between consent and denial, and the man understands this as a form of play, with no serious implications. Similarly, conversation involves no serious exchanges that seek to understand the truth, reach a peace, or solidify a friendship. Rather, conversation is an interaction in which the experience of just talking is the end goal.
The first theoretical statement discussed above mirrors the second: sociability fulfills the human desire for play, and thus sociability has no external purpose because it provides the desired experience in itself. This duality is representative of a larger theme throughout Simmel’s work, that society is made up of complementary elements that exist simultaneously.

[image: ]
B: Discussion Board Reply Posts (100 points)
Over the course of the semester, students will do 10 reply posts (worth up to 10 points each). Each reply post should be approximately 400 words and must include discussion of an additional article. For each of the seven major theorists in the course there is a file folder that includes articles placed there that represent contemporary updates of their theories and concepts. In your reply focus on one or two of the concepts or theories mentioned in the reading summary you have chosen to reply to. Focus on the following types of questions in your reply: how does the contemporary article update the original version of the concept or theory? Does the article show the original concept or theory to be more or less relevant to contemporary sociology? Are there technological changes in our postmodern society which make the theory or concept more or less relevant? You won’t may also express your opinions about the article and any issues that you see were not covered adequately, or that you might disagree with.
You may also find additional articles on your own by searching using Google Scholar while logged into the USF library site. Include in your search the name of the theorist and the particular concept or theory that you wish to research. For example, if you wish to respond to Durkheim’s suicide essay, search using the keywords Durkheim and suicide. You may wish to get even more specific by using a phrase such as “anomic suicide.” Sort the responses you find so that the most recent appear first. Please include complete bibliographic information or any of these outside articles that you use, not just a web URL. There is no need to do this when using articles from the files folder inside the course canvas site itself. Just make sure you list the title of the article and the author.
You are required to do a minimum of one reply post in each of the seven discussion boards but cannot do more than two summaries for any theorist. As there are only two essays by Gilman and three by Mead, students may not do more than one reply for those two theorists. Final deadline dates for each theorist will be set up, you cannot submit for those boards after the deadline date. It’s up to you to manage your 10 submissions. 
Finally, if you see a student has already posted a reply post, please do not use the same additional article or materials they are using.  Exceptions will be made where students can demonstrate that they are clearly making points from the additional article that have not been made in any previous post. If you have any questions about whether the additional article you are using is allowable, please contact the instructor. 
Sample Discussion Board Reply Posts
Response post to The Communist Manifesto:
sample one:
I have chosen to reply to the summary of the Communist manifesto and particularly to the use of the concept “class” as discussed in the student summary and in the original essay itself. I will be using a New York Times article entitled “A Resurgence in Inequality and Its Impact on Culture,” authored by AO Scott. Mr. Scott is primarily referencing a major new interpretation of Marx’s theories on capitalism published in a book by Thomas Pikkety, Capitalism in the 21st Century.
For Karl Marx, capitalist societies are divided into classes based on their relationship to the means of production. This ultimately results in the creation of two major social classes, the bourgeoisie, who are the owners of the means of production, and the proletariat, who are forced to become wage laborers. The resulting control that capitalist class has over the means of production also results in a society that is typified by extreme social inequality, particularly as measured by wealth. 
The issue being raised in a New York Times essay is whether extreme social inequality is still the norm, which Pikkety believes has been dramatically increasing over the past 30 years. One of the major critiques of Marx was that since the publication of his works, the middle class had increased dramatically, allowing many to enjoy the fruits of capitalism. Pikkety disagrees with this position, stating that whatever gains the middle class made over the last 150 years, these are now dramatically being squeezed by the new inequality and the rise of extreme wealth (the 1% versus the 99%). 
The ancillary question which is being answered in this essay is whether such forms of social inequality can be seen in other elements of our culture besides the accumulation of wealth, such as the adoption of certain forms of culture and the rejection of others; typically referred to as highbrow versus middlebrow versus lowbrow culture. Do only highbrows support opera? Discussion of these issues can be quite complex as elements that might have been developed in one of these cultural spaces may be adopted over time by those who are members of others. For example, jazz might have lowbrow or middle brow origins in the early 20th century, but to a certain extent has become a highbrow form of entertainment today. Highbrow institutions such as art museums and opera houses now spend significant time catering to the super wealthy, primarily interested in the monies they might donate or the hyperinflated pieces of art they might give to the museum.
Please note: article above is found in the Karl Marx file folder, and therefore needs no additional bibliographic reference beyond what is included in the first paragraph.
Sample 2:
I have chosen to reply to the summary of the Communist manifesto and particularly to the use of the concept “class” as discussed in the student summary and in the original essay itself. I used Google scholar and the following keywords for my search (“Karl Marx” “social class” 21st-century). (I resorted the results by date). I chose an essay by Martha Gimenez on reactionary family policies generated by the Republican party in the United States, as it looked like this might be controversial and represented a feminist take on contemporary Marxist theory. (see complete source listing below) 
In the Communist Manifesto Karl Marx discussed social class domination but focused his discussion on the world of work. The bourgeoisie, owners of the means of production, controlled the working lives of the proletariat who were forced to work in their factories as low-paid wage laborers without any social safety net. Did the bourgeoisie attempt to control the lives of workers when they were not working; in other words, their private lives? An interesting aside here, Henry Ford created a sociological division for his Ford Motor Company which visited the homes of his workers to make sure that they were maintaining proper decorum and behavior.
Gimenez attempts to answer this question by looking at family policies supported by the Republican party, treated as a surrogate here for policies being created by the wealthy, which will directly impact on the poor. She argues that strong opposition to abortion and access to birth control can be seen as an effort by the wealthy to control the reproductive and family practices of the poor. While practicing birth control and abortion are both legal in the United States, the Republican Party has over the last 30 years led the charge to repeal Roe versus Wade and to restrict access to abortion and birth control, primarily aimed at groups nearer to the bottom of the economic spectrum that need to be more carefully planning their families. This is seen as part of a larger “war on women,” as the class struggle has taken on specific gender components. Those with money will have no problem gaining access to abortions and contraception.
(This direct quote seemed like an excellent summary of her point of view: “Establishing waiting periods before an abortion can take place; arguing that abortion clinics should meet hospital standards of care or that abortions should be performed only in hospitals; forcing women to watch an ultrasound of the fetus or undergo “spiritual” counseling prior to the abortion; requiring doctors to lie to women, informing them that they are likely to develop breast cancer, thoughts of suicide, or mental problems if they undergo an abortion; allowing pharmacists not to sell birth control if this is against their religious principles; making miscarriages illegal; limiting the rape exemption for abortion to “forcible rape;” criminalizing abortion and defunding Planned Parenthood, an organization whose primary function is to provide basic health care to low income women, are just a few among the many ways politicians seek to prevent women from making key decisions about their health, their future, and their families.”

An issue that I have with this article is that it tends to downplay the relationship between religious fundamentalism and the anti-abortion movement. Anti-abortion is a significant aspect of conservative churches no matter where they fall on the socioeconomic spectrum. My cousin is an Assembly of God missionary and his political point of view is that he will only vote for candidates that are pro-life; their other political positions on issues are not significantly important. 

Source: Martha E. Gimenez. “Reactionary Family Policies in the 21st Century:
The Republican War on the Working Class in the United States,”
Cultural Logic: Marxist Theory & Practice
Volume 23 (2019), pp. 47 – 54

(After downloading this article, I also placed it in the Karl Marx file folder in our course is a PDF file. As I didn’t find it there. I put the full reference information at the bottom of this submission. Had I found it in the files folder I would only need to list author and title of article as displayed in the file name.)
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3. Attendance (100 points)

[bookmark: _GoBack]Attendance at all classes is expected. Students will earn five points for each class that they attend in the class is taught two days a week, and 10 points for each class attended if the course meets one day a week, up to a maximum of 100 points (20 classes/10 classes respectively). We will use the universities attendance codes system to take attendance. The code will be posted on the class whiteboard at the beginning of class and can be entered into the attendance codes system at any point prior to the end of class. Please bring a device with you to class that will allow you to enter the attendance code. Arriving late or leaving class early is not permitted. The instructor will closely monitor this and reserve the right to take away attendance points or ask the student to withdraw from the course for repeated violations.
If there is a long-term reason why you are not attending class, you need to discuss this matter with the instructor. Do so in a timely manner. Absences recognized by the University, such as religious observances will be honored.
How can I check my attendance?  
1. Log into canvas and this class
2. Select Grades
3. Select Roll Call Attendance
4. A Panda riding a unicycle will appear
5. After a few seconds a circle appears 
6. Days marked present indicated in green
7. Days marked absent indicated in red
8. Days marked late indicated in yellow
9. At the very bottom if you have missed any days there will be a red dot with the date missed beside it.

Careers Module Fall 2019
The USF Department of sociology includes career planning and preparation into the required courses for the major: Introduction to Sociology, Research Methods, Classical Theory, and Senior Seminar.  These career planning steps are here forth referred to as “Career Modules.”
In Classical Theory, the goal is to help students prepare for the tasks they will need to complete before or during their senior year so they can make a successful transition from college to a professional career and/or graduate school.  Because students often wait until the last semester of their senior year to take Senior Seminar, some of the information presented in Senior Seminar needs to be introduced earlier.  Specifically, before their senior year, students should be encouraged to think about whether they envision going to graduate school immediately after graduation or entering the workforce.

If they envision going to graduate school, students should think about:
1) Whether they anticipate applying to professional degree programs (e.g., law, business, social work, public administration) or academic degree programs (e.g., sociology, psychology, communication, anthropology);
2) What standardized exams they will need to take before or during their senior year in order to apply to the graduate program(s) of their choice, and the dates those exams are typically administered;
3) What the application requirements are for the various graduate programs they are considering.  These could include personal statements, writing samples, standardized test scores, and letters of recommendation.
4) What experiences would increase their chances of admission (e.g., volunteer/service activities, internships, etc.).

If they envision entering the workforce, students should think about:
1) What employment sector they are drawn to;
2) What experiences would increase their chances of being hired in this sector (e.g., volunteer/service activities, internships, etc.);
3) How they would like to present themselves to prospective employers in their cover letters and resumes.   

Careers Components for Classical Theory:

The first activity will be the showing of the 2019 HBO documentary: The Future of Work. This film focuses on how many forms of work will be impacted by factors such as computerization, digitalization and robotics. Class discussion will focus on how the understanding of these factors can lead students to make better choices about their career goals.

[bookmark: _Hlk14946076]The second activity would be a panel discussion that includes one of our former undergraduate students and one of our recent PhD graduates. In preparation for this class, please read “What is Graduate School Like?” and the ASA Booklet “21st Century Careers with an Undergraduate Degree in Sociology.” Both are available in the course files in the syllabus section.

Late Work Policy: There are no late work submitted for quizzes, discussion board writing assignments, and projects with due dates. If you fail to take a quiz by the Sunday deadline you receive zero points on the quiz. Please do not try to be turning in assignments or doing quizzes close to the end of the time that these assignments close. Canvas is notorious for creating problems when work is submitted exactly at the last-minute deadline.  If you know you’re going to have a problem with meeting a deadline, please discuss this with the instructor in advance of the situation. Extra credit is not available in this course.
How to Succeed in this Course:

Probably should not start with the negative but here are the major reasons students do not complete or pass the course: they fail to attend class and/or they fail to meet assignment deadlines. Each of these is critically important. In attending class one not only earns a significant number of attendance points, but also is able to go over the material with instructor and fellow students.
	Here are my suggestions for preparing for the mini exams or quizzes on each theorist. First, read the chapter entirely, before class if possible, focusing on the overview written by the book authors and going into as much depth as you can with the original essays. These are more difficult than the overviews but getting a sense of how the author writes is helpful. In class, have available to you either printed out or on the screen the PowerPoints that we will be going over. That way you can make notes or comments on them. These can be printed out four or eight on one single page of paper and therefore quite useful as a notetaking method in class. As you prepare to take the quiz go back over the PowerPoints and any additional notes you have made on the readings. As you can take the quizzes twice you will have the opportunity to go back and review the materials to find out what the correct answer is for any items that you missed. 
        To make sure you do not miss any assignment or quiz deadlines, make sure that you incorporate these into your own calendars, as well as checking the course calendar as one of the first things you do when you log into the course through canvas.
         Communicate with the instructor any issues you have with aspects of the class, so we can discuss how to best handle those issues. If you know that you have a long-term medical or related situation please discuss that as soon as possible, so that things can be worked out. If you simply stop coming to class and then show up a month later, things are much more difficult to fix.
Grading scale:

Quizzes are worth 160 points, discussion board activities including individual reading summary (40 points) and follow-ups (100 points) total 140 points, while attendance counts for 100 points. Total points possible in the course are 400. The grading scale is below:
	Grading Scale

	Letter Grade
	Average
	Point Equivalent

	A+
	98-100
	392-400

	A
	93-97
	372-391

	A-
	90-92
	360-371

	B+
	87-89
	348-359

	B
	83-86
	332-347

	B-
	80-82
	320-331

	C+
	77-79
	308-319

	C
	73-76
	292-307

	C-
	70-72
	280-291

	D+
	67-69
	268-279

	D
	63-66
	252-267

	D-
	60-62
	240-251

	F
	0-59
	0-239



  

USF Policies 
Academic Integrity of Students: 
Academic integrity is the foundation of the University of South Florida System’s commitment to the academic honesty and personal integrity of its university community. Academic integrity is grounded in certain fundamental values, which include honesty, respect, and fairness. Broadly defined, academic honesty is the completion of all academic endeavors and claims of scholarly knowledge as representative of one’s own efforts. The process for faculty reporting of academic misconduct, as well as the student’s options for appeal, are outlined in detail in USF System Regulation 3.027: http://www.usf.edu/undergrad/documents/academic-policies/1academic-integrity-of-students.pdf. The final decision on an academic integrity violation and related academic sanction at any USF System institution shall affect and be applied to the academic status of the student throughout the USF System, unless otherwise determined by the independently accredited institution.

Disruption to Academic Process: 
Disruptive students in the academic setting hinder the educational process. Disruption of the academic process is defined as the act, words, or general conduct of a student in a classroom or other academic environment which in the reasonable estimation of the instructor: (a) directs attention away from the academic matters at hand, such as noisy distractions, persistent, disrespectful or abusive interruption of lecture, exam, academic discussion, or general University operations, or (b) presents a danger to the health, safety, or well-being of self or other persons.

Student Academic Grievance Procedures: 
The purpose of these procedures is to provide all undergraduate and graduate students taking courses within the University of South Florida System an opportunity for objective review of facts and events pertinent to the cause of the academic grievance. An “academic grievance” is a claim that a specific academic decision or action that affects that student’s academic record or status has violated published policies and procedures or has been applied to the grievant in a manner different from that used for other students.



Disability Access: 
Students with disabilities are responsible for registering with Students with Disabilities Services (SDS) (SVC 1133) in order to receive academic accommodations. SDS encourages students to notify instructors of accommodation needs at least 5 business days prior to needing the accommodation. A letter from SDS must accompany this request.

Sexual Misconduct/Sexual Harassment Reporting: 
USF is committed to providing an environment free from sex discrimination, including sexual harassment and sexual violence (USF System Policy 0-004). The USF Center for Victim is a confidential resource where you can talk about incidents of sexual harassment and gender-based crimes including sexual assault, stalking, and domestic/relationship violence. This confidential resource can help you without having to report your situation to either the Office of Student Rights and Responsibilities (OSSR) or the Office of Diversity, Inclusion, and Equal Opportunity (DIEO), unless you request that they make a report. Please be aware that in compliance with Title IX and under the USF System Policy, educators must report incidents of sexual harassment and gender-based crimes including sexual assault, stalking, and domestic/relationship violence. If you disclose any of these situations in class, in papers, or to me personally, I am required to report it to OSSR or DIEO for investigation. Contact the USF Center for Victim Advocacy and Violence Prevention: (813) 974-5757.

Intellectual Property: Taping lectures or classroom discussions is permitted. However, it is expected that students will request authorization from the instructor to tape a class. Notes and/or tapes of class lectures and discussions cannot be sold.
Attendance (first class)
Course Attendance at First Class Meeting.  Students are required to attend the first class meeting of courses for which they registered prior to the first day of the term. Names of students who register prior to the first day of the term are printed on the first class roll for each course section. The first class roll is used by professors to drop students who do not attend the first day of class. 
Students having extenuating circumstances beyond their control and who are unable to attend the first class meeting must notify the instructor or the department prior to the first class meeting to request waiver of the first class attendance requirement. 
Students who add courses or late-register during the first week of classes will not be on the first class roll and, therefore, will not be dropped for non-attendance by the instructor. Students are responsible for dropping undesired courses in these categories by the 5th day of classes to avoid fee liability and academic penalty. 
Illness. Out of concern for your health and the health of those with whom you contact and work with in class, please do not travel to class if you are ill, especially if you have a fever and know that your illness is contagious. Notify the instructor either by phone or e-mail that you will not be attending class. If you should make the attempt to attend class, thinking that you are feeling better, and are visibly ill, the instructor reserves the right to send you home out of concern for you and others.
For extended illness (e.g., missing three or more consecutive class sessions), the instructor reserves the right to require medical documentation for the necessity of the absences and clearance from a doctor that it is safe for you and others for you to return to class. 
Medical or Family Emergency. If a medical or family emergency should occur and at the time you are not able to contact the instructor prior to class to indicate that you will be absent, take care of the emergency and notify the instructor of the absence and circumstances as soon as reasonable.
Grades of "Incomplete": The current university policy concerning incomplete grades will be followed in this course.
For USF Tampa undergraduate courses and USFSM undergraduate and graduate courses: An “I” grade may be awarded to a student only when a small portion of the student’s work is incomplete and only when the student is otherwise earning a passing grade. The time limit for removing the “I” is to be set by the instructor of the course. For undergraduate students, this time limit may not exceed two academic semesters, whether or not the student is in residence, and/or graduation, whichever comes first. For graduate students, this time limit may not exceed one academic semester. “I” grades not removed by the end of the time limit will be changed to “IF” or “IU,” whichever is appropriate.
For USF Tampa graduate courses and USFSP undergraduate and graduate courses: An Incomplete grade ("I") is exceptional and granted at the instructor’s discretion only when students are unable to complete course requirements due to illness or other circumstances beyond their control. The course instructor and student must complete and sign the "I" Grade Contract Form that describes the work to be completed, the date it is due, and the grade the student would earn factoring in a zero for all incomplete assignments. The due date can be negotiated and extended by student/instructor as long as it does not exceed two semesters for undergraduate courses and one semester for graduate courses from the original date grades were due for that course. An "I" grade not cleared within the two semesters for undergraduate courses and one semester for graduate courses (including summer semester) will revert to the grade noted on the contract. 

Religious Observances:  Students who anticipate the necessity of being absent from class due to the observation of a major religious observance must provide notice of the date(s) to the instructor, in writing, by the second class meeting. 
Academic Dishonesty:  Plagiarism is defined as "literary theft" and consists of the unattributed quotation of the exact words of a published text, or the unattributed borrowing of original ideas by paraphrase from a published text. On written papers for which the student employs information gathered from books, articles or oral sources, each direct quotation, as well as ideas and facts that are not generally known to the public at large, must be attributed to its author by means of the appropriate citation procedure. Citations may be made in footnotes or within the body of the text. Plagiarism also consists of passing off as one's own, segments or the total of another person's work. In this course, where much of the writing is in the discussion boards, it is critical that you do your own work and do not and not copy the work of others. 
Punishment for academic dishonesty will depend on the seriousness of the offense and may include receipt of an "F" with a numerical value of zero on the item submitted, and the "F" shall be used to determine the final course grade. It is the option of the instructor to assign the student a grade of F or FF (the latter indicating academic dishonesty) in the course. 
Attendance code sharing is a form of academic dishonesty. 
Attendance codes should never be shared with other students who are not actually in class. Sharing these codes is a serious academic honesty violation, as you are helping students earn points for which they should not be earning credit because they are not actually in class. Students involved in this activity will be penalized with the loss of all attendance points for the semester and may be asked to withdraw from the class and receive an academic dishonesty grade of F, depending upon the seriousness of the violation. This is the equivalent of cheating on tests, plagiarizing term papers, etc. Please report to me directly any student who ever requests that you give them the attendance code. 
Grade Dispute/Grievance:  The student must first make a reasonable effort to resolve his or her grade dispute or grievance with the instructor concerned, with the date of the incident triggering the dispute/grievance clearly identified (i.e., the issuance of a grade; the receipt of an assignment). The instructor will accommodate a reasonable request to discuss the grade or incident in question and will attempt to resolve the issue.
If the situation cannot be resolved or the instructor does not respond to the student’s attempts to contact the instructor, the student will file a notification letter within three weeks of the triggering incident to the USF Polytechnic Division Director. This should be a concise written statement of particulars and must include information pertaining to how, in the student’s opinion, University policies or procedures were violated. The USF Polytechnic Division Director will provide a copy of this statement to the instructor and to the USF Polytechnic Assistant Vice President for Academic Affairs. Grade disputes or issues that have not been identified by the student within 21 days of the triggering incident will not be considered.
If the situation cannot be resolved at the Division level, the USF Polytechnic Assistant Vice President for Academic Affairs will guide the student through the campus-level process. Additional information on the academic grievance process can be found in the Undergraduate and Graduate Catalogs.
Student Code of Conduct:  The University of South Florida values a community based on the principles of integrity, civility, and respect. As such, the USF community expects students to behave in a manner that supports these principles. The Student Code of Conduct is a document which describes behavior that is counteractive to these principles and how the university will hold students accountable to those inappropriate behaviors. 
Cell phone and laptop usage in class: 
Cell phones and laptops are permitted to be used during class, but for class purposes only. For example, the PowerPoints that will be used during class lectures can be downloaded and opened on your device, so you can also follow along and make additional notes. Using a device to seek additional information regarding course discussion may also prove useful at times. You should not be generally browsing the Internet, updating your social media pages, responding to email and texts, etc. during class. 
Instructor’s Right to Modify the Course Syllabus.
As the instructor of record of this course, I reserve the right to modify the course syllabus at any time during the course to address changes needed in content, course resources, assignments, due dates, etc. Changes will be made so as not to impact negatively on students’ grades.
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